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MISSISSIPPI STATE, MISS.

The yield of early-planted rice looks good so
far, but only time will tell how seriously the
high heat of early August will cut into yields

from later-planted fields.
Nathan Buehring, rice specialist with the Mis-

sissippi State University Extension Service, said
harvest began in mid-August and will proceed
at full speed until completed, probably by the
first week of October.

“Those who have a good feel for yield have
been pleased with what they’re harvesting so
far,” Buehring said. “It won’t be a bumper year,
but we should be average.”

The big question comes from rice planted from
the end of April to the first of May. Much of that
rice was in the pollinating stage when tempera-
tures hit as high as 106 during the day and did-
n’t dip below 80 degrees at night the first week
of August. Ideal temperatures for rice pollina-
tion are below 95 degrees during the day and 75
at night.

“We have a lot of blank kernels because the
rice is not capable of pollinating when tempera-
tures are that high,” Buehring said. “Rice usu-
ally pollinates by 9 to 10 a.m., and when
nighttime temperatures are above 80 degrees, it

doesn’t take long to get above 95 again.”
Although producers in the north Delta around

Tunica and Quitman counties had some delays
getting fields planted because of excessive rains
in April, heat was the biggest challenge of the
growing season.

“For the most part, everybody got their crop

planted on time, and it has looked good and
grown well through the year,” Buehring said.
“The heat will plague us a little more than we
hoped, but there was not anything these pro-
ducers could have done to prevent it.”

Mississippi growers planted about 175,000
acres of rice this year, down about half from
2010. There was an over-supply of rice from too
much rice produced the year before, driving
prices down at planting.

“Producers could get a better price guaranteed
on soybeans and corn, and rice wasn’t offering
that profit potential at planting,” Buehring said.

The market price for rice is attractive now, and
Buehring expects the state’s acreage to rebound
to a more normal 200,000 to 250,000 acres in
2012.

John Michael Riley, Extension agricultural
economist, said September Rough Rice Futures
closed Aug. 24 at $16.86 per hundredweight.
Prices rose over the summer before falling in
later July, then rebounding in August.

“The U.S. rice supply is expected to be down
23 percent compared to 2010,” Riley said. “The
rise experienced in July was a result of the un-
certainty over where production would be be-
cause flooding across the Midsouth delayed

planting.

“The extreme heat that will potentially de-
crease rice quality likely caused prices to in-
crease in August. Also, the rise in competing
grain prices, like corn and wheat, are providing
support to rice prices,” he said. ∆

Low Rice Yields Expected From Early August Heat

Yields look good so far for Mississippi’s rice harvest, which began in mid-August. Reduced yields are expected on rice that
was pollinated in the extreme heat of early August. Photo by MSU Delta Research and Extension Center/Rebekah Ray
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